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fOBEIGN  KEWS  O'S  APPLES 


M^^m-G-  MmiCM  APPLES  BT  STOCKHOLM.  OSLO  (CHEISTIAHIA)  ,  MTD  BmGm 

Stockholm,  Oslo  (formerly  Christ iani a)  and  Bergen  complete  the  list  of 
Scandinavian  cities  providing  important  markets  for  American" apples.  Stockholm 
is  the  most  important  from  all  viewpoints,  with  its  population'of  500,000. 

STOCKHOLM 

Purchasing  from  Ivew  York  through  agents  appears  to  he  the  most  popular 
method  of  sectoring  supplies.     Some  supplies  are  secured  hy  direct  order  from 
shippers  in  j\Tew  York,  either  hy  outright  purchase  or  on  consignment.     Owing  to 
the  superior  steamship  service  from  j\jnerica  enjoyed  hy  Gothenhm'g,  rractically 
all  shipments  for  Stockholm  are  landed  at  C-othenhurg  and  forwarded  hy  rail. 
Use  is  made  also  of  E^oropean  auctions,  and  reshippicg  from  Haraourg  is  much 
cheaper  tlian  is  direct  shipment  from  .toer-ica,  out  the  common  objections  to  this 
method  -  loss  hy  damage,  and  pilfering  -  disco-orage  it's  general  use, 

Tyrol  Ap-oles  are  Strong  ComDetitors  of  the  American  Product. 

More  Tyrolian  apples  are  to  he  seen  in  the  Stockholm  shops  in  mid-Y/inter 
than  Canadian  and  American  apples  combined.     Birring  the  autumn,  supplies  from 
southern  i^rope  are  augmented  oy  domestic  fruit,  and  hy  apples  from^he  Nether- 
lands and  Denmark.     It  is  stated  that  from  July  till  the  end  of  October  this 
season,  at  least  tv/enty  cars  of  Tyrolian  apples  arrived  daily. 

It  appears  that  Stoclcholm  takes  about  equal  weights  of  boxed  and  barreled 
apples  at  the  present  time.  This  is  somewhat  characteristic  of  Sweden  as  a  Y^hole 
although  in  the  long  rxm  the  country  probably  uses  a  slightly  heavier  tonnag-e  of 
American  barreled  apples  than  of  boxed  fruic.  The  barreled  varieties  wanted  are 
York  Imperial,  Ben  Davis,  and  Baldwin.  The  boxed  varieties  most  commonly  or- 
dered are  Jonathan,  Spitzenburg,  Winesap  and  a  few  of  Yellov;  ITewtown.  Tnis  year 
the  Ortley  has  been  taken  in  greater  quantities  than  usual,  and  is  only  slightly 
less  popular  than  the  IJewtown.     Sizes  wanted  are  from  150  to  200. 

Storage  Facilities. 

The  City  of  Stockholm  provides  cold  storage  in  connection  with  its  market, 
and  some  importers  lease  space  by  the  year.     Such  space  is  used  principally  for 
pears  and  other  soft  fruits,     practically  no  cold  storage  is  used  for  apiDles, 
which  are  parchased  for  the  greater  part  on  a  •"hand-to-mouth"  basis  and  stored 
m  the  rooms  of  the  importers. 

OSUD  (CHRISTIAim) 


Oslo  has  a  population  of  250,000  and  distributes  American  apples  an''  other 
imported  fruits  to  all  of  southern  I'orway.     Two  steamship  lines  give  direct  ser- 
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vice  from  IMew  York  "and  iiuraeroias  "boats  irake  ireqi-'er-t  trips  to  and  from  Copen- 
hagen, and  to  British  ports  via  'Bergen  and  Gcthenourg. 

Demand  and  Competition'  in  Oslo. 

Oslo  does  not  have  the  good  rail  connections  that  Gothenourg  a,nd  Stock- 
holm have  for  importing  apples  from  Southern  Europe.     Plowever,   these  fruits  fea- 
ture in  competition  with  America  even  if  to  a  smaller  extent.     During  the  fall 
Norwegian  apples  from  the  Hardanger  Valley  on  the  west  coast  are  in  all  of  the 
markets.     They  consist  mostly  of  the  Gravenstein  variety,  and  although  produc- 
tion is  quite  variahle  in  different  seasons,  when  there  is  a  crop    the  apples 
are  reputed  to  he  very  good  and  of  high  quality.     They  also  have  hetter  keeping 
qualities  than  the  Gravenstein  grown  in  iimerica. 

Barreled  apples  from  the  United  States  have  heen  coming  into  ITorway  for 
many  years,  "but  hoxed  apples  did  not  make  their  appearance  until  ahout  1909.  The 
duty  has  curtailed  cons^ainption,  however,  and  has  had  the  same  general  effect  on 
t-arreled  apples  as  in  other  m.arkets. 

Owing  to  the  fact  that  apples  are  sold  hy  the  piece  or  dozen  in  I'R^rway  as 
well  as  hy  the  pound,   some  of  the  larger  sizes  are  taken  in  this  market.  Vjhile 
limited  quantities  of  hoxed  apples  are  taken  with  sizes  running  up  to  125 ' s  the 
greates:t  dema.nd  is  for  the  smaller  sises,  ranging  from  150 's  to  200 's. 

Varietal  demands  are  not  different  from  other  m^arkets  mentioned.  This 
year  has  seen  more  Ortleys  on  the  market  than  ever  hefore  and  they  seem  to  he 
giving  satisfaction  although  they  do  not  replace  the  Uewtown. 

Norway's  Protective  Duty. 

l^orway's  duty  on  apples  is  different  from  that  of  any  other  country  oh- 
served,   since  it  is  lOGfo  higher  from  Au^f^ust  1st  till  Oecemher  31st  than  it  is 
during  the  "balance  of  the  year.     The  trade  claims  that  this  was  estahlished  nom- 
inally to  protect  Forwegian  apple  growers,  hut  that  since  no  change  is  made  in 
years  like  the  past  when  they  have  no  crops,  it  would  seem  t"hat  the  duty  is  in- 
tended to  provide  revenue.     There  is  no  question  that  the  duty  ha.s  had  a  restrict- 
ing effect  on  the  importation  of  those  varieties  of  oarreled  apples  that  are 
shipped  most  heavily  duj^ing  tlie  fall  and  early  winter.     Irom  Aug'ust  1st  to  Decem- 
ber 31st  it  is  40  </>Te  Gold,  per  kilo  (ahout  4.9f  per  Ih .  )  and  from  January  1st 
to  July  31st,  20  ^re  Go-Id,  per  kilo   (ahout  2.44cr  per  Ih.),  the  gold  ^re  being 
worth  2.68^'.     Bananas  ha.ve  a  duty  of  5  ^re  Gold  per  kilo  and  oranges  2  ^re  Gold, 
with  no  seasonal  changes.     The  low  duty  on  oranges  is  accounted  for  hy  a  commer- 
cial treaty  hetween  Spain  and  Forway. 

Methods  of  Distrihution  in  Oslo. 

The  importers  receive  their  suprilies  of  hoxed  apples  from  European  auction 
markets  as  well  as  from  America,  although  firm  orders  on  an  f.o.h.  New  York  basis, 
cash  against  documents  in  Oslo,   seems  to  he  the  most  regular  "source . 

The  agents  hiave  an  association  which  is  called  "Import  og  Export  Agenters 
Forening"    (Import  and  Export  Agents'  Association)  and  t"ne  importers  tv7o  organiza- 
tions called  " Colonialgrossisternes  Landsf orening"    (National  Association  of  Co- 
lonial Products  V»holesalers) ,  and  "Irucht  Imortorenes  Porening"    (pruit  Importers 
Association). 
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Jorrnerly  orders  ?vere  placed  for  ^-oods  to  be  consignad  on  certain  ships 
'but  owing  to  the  difficulty  arising  out  of  shipments  missing  certain  ships  in 
Uew  York,  agents  have  made  it  a  practice  of  late  to  book  orders  siibject  to  being 
filled  during  a  stated  period. 

The  wholesale  trade  in  Oslo  is  not  concentrated  as  it  is  in  most  large 
cities,  but  is  scattered  aboT"'t.     Small  wholesalers  cart  their  fruits  and  vege- 
tables to  the  public  market  sqmre  and  sell  to  small  shop-keepers  a.nd  retailers, 
while  the  larger  retailers  look  up  the  wholesalers  who  may  have  small  lots  on 
show  in  back  rooms  of  cellars  and  larger  supplies  in  a  more  distant  storage. 

Most  of  the  importers  are  dealers  in  Colonial  products  and  do  a  sm.all 
order  jobbing  business  to  the  country  points.     lor  this  reason  apples  are  wanted 
that  are  in  good  shipping  condition  when  they  reach  Oslo. 

Several  of  these  firms  have  leased  warehouse  space  in  a  large  central  ware- 
house building  called  ''Kristiania  Havnelarger"    (Kristiania  Port  t»arehouse),  situ- 
ated at  the  quay-side  and  convenient  to  rail  connections.     This  is  a  corporate 
warehousing  business  that  was  built  during  the  flush  of  war  expansion.     Space  is 
available  in  this  blinding  for  dry  storage  and  storage  conditions  were  as  s'oit- 
able  to  apples  as  is  generally  found  in  buildings  not  designed  for  apples. 

Bergen,  one  of  the  oldest  trading  cities  of  i\rorthern  E^orope,  now  has  a 
population  of  about  100,000.     Of  the  American  apples  imported  at  this  point  it  is 
estimated  that  about  two-thirds  are  for  local  consumption.     The  balance  is  re- 
shipped  to  the  northern  part  of  Norway,  Bergen  being  the  distributing  center  for 
supplies  going  to  all  of  the  seaport  towns  along  the  north  coast. 

The  port  is  served  by  a  line  which  has  sailings  from  ITew  York  about  every 
three  weeks.     Some  apples  arrive  on  the  slower  freig::te:'s  and  to  those  who  are 
acquainted  with  shipping  these  ships  are  a  n.eaus  of  I'educing  freight  costs.  The 
liners  make  Bergen  a  port  of  call  and  therefor  discharge  cargo  dui'ing  a  minima;m 
of  time  and  at  a  higher  cost  than,  is  necessary  for  discharging  from  the  regular 
freighters.    Bergen  also  has  splendid  service  to  Fngland  via  Newcastle  with 
three  sailings  per  week.     This  provides  a  so"'arce  of  American  fruits  through  Brit- 
ish auction  markets,  principf.lly  Glasgow. 

Ordering  American  a.pples  from  American  firms  is  on  about  the  same  basis  in 
Bergen  as  in  Gothenburg,  Stockholm,  and  Oslo.     The  largest  importers  are  looking 
to  the  agents  of  Aii:.erican  firms  for  their  reg-alar  source  of  supply. 

Demand  and  Comnetition. 

The  statements  regarding  Oslo  apply  to  Bergen.     Bergen,  however,  is  nearer 
the  Hardanger  Valley  and  no  do-aot  feels  the  influence  of  the  competition  of  Nor- 
wegian apples  more  than  is  the  case  with  Oslo. 

Tyrolian  apples  were  very  much  in  evidence  in  the  Bergen  retail  shops  in 
January  and  were  shown  in  quantities  about  equal  to  those  of  American  apples. 

Sdvifin  Smith, 
Specialist  in  loreign  Marketing. 


